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"*MARX  AND 
MARXISM” 


Marxism  is  the  system  of  the  views  and 
teachings  of  Marx. 

Karl  Marx  was  not  the  first  Socialist  but 
he  was  the  first  to  put  Socialism  on  a 
scientific  basis.  Many  of  the  finest  minds 
of  humanity  have  looked  beyond  their 
time  and  dreamt  of  a  future  Socialist 
Society.  In  this  country  Sir  Thomas 
More  ^v^ote  his  famous  Utopia  away  back 
in  the  1 6th  centurj^.  Over  a  century  ago 
Robert  Owen,  the  inspirer  of  the  Co¬ 
operative  movement,  father  of  the  Factory 
Acts  and  founder  of  many  early  Trade 
Unions,  had  put  forward  his  picture  of  a 
Socialist  society.  But  Karl  Marx,  together 
with  his  lifelong  companion-in-arms, 
Frederick  Engels,  was  the  first  to  show 
the  path  to  that  Socialist  society  and 
how  the  workers  could  get  there.  He 
taught  the  working  class  “  the  con¬ 
ditions  under  which  it  could  win  its 
emancipation.” 

THINKER,  FIGHTER,  LEADER 

Marx  was  not  onl)^  a  thinker  but  was 
at  the  same  time  a  fighter  and  the  leader 
of  the  International  Labour  movement. 
Founder  of  Scientific  Socialism,  he  was  the 
greatest  thinker  and  the  greatest  revo¬ 
lutionary  in  the  history  of  mankind.  Every 
section  of  the  working  class  owes  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  Karl  Marx — a  debt  best 
repaid  by  careful  study  of  his  teachings 
and  by  faithfully  carrying  them  out  in 
practice. 

In  that  country  where  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  Marx  were  better  understood 
^d  more  consistently  applied  in 
practice  than  in  others  there  is  now 
a  Socialist  society — in  the  Union  of 
Soviet  Socialist  Republics. 

Those  who  admire  the  Red  Army  and 
the  peoples  of  the  U.S.S.R.,  who  acknow- 
ledj^  the  greatness  of  Lenin  (the  founder 


of  the  Soviet  State)  and  of  Stalin,  should 
never  forget  that  the  Soviet  people  and 
the  Red  Army  have  been  trained  in  the 
teachings  of  Marx,  that  Lenin  was  the 
greatest  follower  of  Marx,  and  that 
Stalin  has  spoken  of  himself  ”  as  ii 
faithful  disciple  of  Lenin.” 


If  only  for  this  reason  (but  there  are 
many  others)  the  people  of  this  country,  in 
the  midst  of  the  many  and  complicated 
problems  of  the  war  against  Fascism , 
should  get  to  know  more  about  Karl  Marx 
and  his  teachings. 

STRUGGLE  AGAINST  PRUSSIAN 
DESPOTISM 

Karl  Marx  was  born  125  years  ago  on 
May  5th,  1818,  in  the  city  of  Trier  in  the 
Prussian  Rhineland.  He  died  in  London 
on  March  14th,  1883,  and  this  year  marks 
the  60th  anniversary  of  his  death. 

Marx  came  of  a  well-to-do  Jewish  family 
(his  father  was  a  lawyer)  which  adoptetl 
Protestantism  while  he  was  stiU  a  child. 
After  completing  his  studies  in  Philosophy 
and  Law,  Marx  at  the  age  of  24  became 
editor  of  the  Rhenish  Gazette  and  carried  on 
in  the  columns  of  this  paper  a  revo¬ 
lutionary-democratic  struggle  against  the 
despotic  Prussian  monarchy.  The  paper 
was  subjected  to  double  and  treble  censor¬ 
ship  and  finally,  just  100  years  ago,  it  was 
completely  suppressed.  ' 


Marxism  and  U.S.S.R. 

”  Our  successes  are  due  to 
the  fact  that  we  have  worked 
and  fought  under  the  banner  off 
Marx,  Engels  and  Lenin.” 
Stalin. 


It  was  aii  a  fighter  for  democracy  that 
Marx  first  entered  politics,  and  his  struggle 
for  democracy  went  on  throughout  the  rest 
of  his  life.  Ten  years  ago,  just  90  years 
after  Marx  had  first  appeared  as  a 
revolutionary-democrat,  the  books  of  this 
great  thinker  and  leader  of  the  working 
class  were  burned  in  bon-fires  by  the  Nazis 
in  the  squares  of  Berlin  and  other  towns, 
rhe  Nazis,  who  are  seeking  to  arrest  and 
turn  back  the  development  of  mankind, 
directed  their  fire  against  the  memory  and 
teachings  of  Marx.  In  speech  after  speech 
Hitler  described  Marxism  as  his  most 
dangerous  enemy.  When,  during  the  war 
in  Spain,  Hitler  turned  his  speeches  against 
the  democracy  of  France,  Britain  and  the 
IJ.S.A.  it  was  because  he  knew  that 
Marxism  and  democracy  were  closely 
linked  together.  For  10  years  the  name  of 
.Marx  has  been  heard  publicly  in  Germany 
only  in  terms  of  abuse  in  the  foul  mouths 
of  Goebbels,  Hitler  and  Goering.  All  the 
more  reason  for  us  to  celebrate  the  100 
years  struggle  of  Marxism  under  the 
banner  of  democracy  and  to  hurl  back  in 
the  teeth  of  Hitler  our  pride  in  the  name 
and  teachings  of  Marx. 

Germany  in  the  1840's  was  still  a  feudal 
ilespotism  and  Marx  was  forced  to  live 
abroad.  In  the  autumn  of  1843  he  went 
to  Paris,  but  in  1845 — on  the  insistence  of 
the  Prussian  Government — Marx  was 
banished  from  Paris  as  a  dangerous 
revolutionary. 

Marx  moved  to  Brussels  where,  together 
rvith  Engels,  he  joined  the  Communist 


League,  at  the  request  of  which  he  Avrote 
the  famous  Communist  Manifesto,  which 
appeared  in  January,  1848.  Immediately 
thereafter  Marx  was  banished  from 
Belgium. 


'!  Stalin  Warns  the  Hitlers 

“  It  is  said  that  in  some 
countries  in  the  West  Marxism 
has  already  been  destroyed  .  .  . 
by  fascism.  .  .  .  More  than 
eighty  years  have  passed  since 
Marxism  came  into  the  political 
arena.  During  this  time  scores 
and  hundreds  of  bourgeois 
governments  have  tried  to 
!  destroy  Marxism.  But  what  has 
been  the  upshot?  Bourgeois 
governments  have  come  and 
gone,  but  Marxism  still  goes  on. 
Moreover,  Marxism  has 
i  achieved  complete  victory  on 
one-sixth  of  the  globe— has 
achieved  it  in  the  very  country 
in  which  Marxism  was  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  been  utterly 
destroyed!”— Stalin,  Jan.,  1934. 


The  Communist  Manifesto 

“  With  the  clarity  and  bril¬ 
liance  of  genius,  this  work  out¬ 
lines  a  new  conception  of  the 
world ’ — Lenin . 


This  was  the  famous  year  of  revolution 
in  nearly  aU  countries  of  Western  Europe. 
In  Britain  the  Chartists  launched  their 
great  campaign  for  the  People’s  Charter, 
It  became  possible  for  Marx  to  return  to 
Germany,  where  he  edited  in  Cologne  the 
New  Rhenish  Gazette,  the  most  famous 
German  newspaper  of  the  year  of  revo¬ 
lution.  With  the  decline  of  the  revolution 
he  was  banished  from  Germany  and  went 
to  Paris,  from  which  within  a  few  weeks  he 
was  again  banished.  In  the  summer  of 
1849  he  came  to  London,  where  he  lived  to 
the  end  of  his  days. 

THE  FIRST  INTERNATIONAL 

The  life  of  a  revolutionary  emigrant  was 
hard.  Marx  and  his  wife  and  family  lived 
in  appalling  poverty.  But  for  the  self- 
sacrifice  of  Engels  during  those  years 
Marx  “  would  not  only  have  been 
unable  to  complete  *  Capital  ’  but 
would  have  inevitably  have  perished 
under  the  pressure  of  want.”  (Lenin),. 

The  revolutionary  movement  of  1848-49 
had  been  crushed  but  within  a  few  years 
there  was  a  revival  of  the  democratic 
movements,  which  brought  Marx  once 
more  into  the  forefront  of  political  activity. 

In  18t)l  Civil  War  broke  out  in  the 
United  States  between  the  upholders  of 
Slavery  in  the  Southern  States  and  the 
people  of  the  Northern  States  led  by 
Abraham  Lincoln,  as  President.  Marx 
used  his  powerful  pen  against  the  Slave¬ 
holders  of  the  South  and  in  an  article 
written  in  November,  1861,  he  said:  “  the 
present  struggle  between  the  South 
and  the  North  Is  nothing  but  a 
struggle  between  two  social  systems, 
between  the  system  of  slavery  and  the 
system  of  free  labour.”  A  few  weeks 
later  he  wrote  admiringly  of  the  British 
workers,  whose  opposition  to  intervention 
by  the  British  Government  on  the  side  of 
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Ibt)  slave  states,  favoured  by  their  rulers, 
gave  “  a  new  brilliant  proof  of  the 
imdiestructible  excellence  of  the 
English  popular  masses,  of  that 
excellence  which  is  the  source  of 
England’s  greatness.” 

I  wo  years  later,  in  co-operation  w  ith  the 
Trade  Unions  in  London  and  the  London 
Trades  Council,  Marx  helped  to  found  and 
became  the  leader  of  the  International 
Working  Men’s  Association — the  fa¬ 
mous  First  International — founded  in 
London  on  September  28th,  1864.  Draw¬ 
ing  upon  all  the  experiences — errors  as  well 
as  triumphs — of  the  Labour  Movement  of 
the  various  countries,  Marx  hammered  out 
the  policy,  the  strategy  and  tactics  of  the 
International  as  the  leadership  of  the 
working-class  struggle. 

The  rules  of  the  First  International, 
drafted  by  Marx,  laid  it  down  that  “  the 

emancipation  of  the  working  classes 
miuist  be  conquered  by  the  working 
cllasses  themselves.” 

I'iie  Rules  then  go  on  to  describe  what 
most  be  the  aims  of  the  workers  as  a 

class :  “  the  economical  emancipation 
off  the  working  classes  is  therefore  the 
great  end  to  which  every  political 
movement  ought  to  be  subordinate  as 
»  means,” 

li’or  the  achievement  of  these  aims  unity 
IS  essential :  “all  efforts  aiming  at  that 
great  end  have  hitherto  failed  from 
want  of  solidarity  between  the  mani¬ 
fold  divisions  of  labour  in  each 
coiantry,  and  from  the  absence  of  a 
fraternal  bond  of  union  between  the 
working  classes  of  different  coun- 
triies.” 

Ijtt  the  First  International,  Trade 
Unionists  and  Socialists  of  all  kinds 
worked  together.  Under  the  leadership  of 
Marx  the  working  class  learned  the 
need  of  unity  of  the  Labour  Movement. 
Now,  when  the  movements  in  each  country 
have  grown  far  larger  and  wider  and  have 
passed  through  a  variety  of  greater  and 
more  terrible  experiences,  the  need  for 
unity  within  each  country  is  of  the  same 
importance  as  the  unity  of  the  Allied 
Nations  and  is  more  necessary  than  ever. 

THE  TEACHINGS  OF  MARX 

I’hirty  years  ago  Lenin  wrote  an  article 
in  which  he  used  the  following  remarkable 
words  about  Marx  and  his  teachings : 

“  The  greatness  of  Marx  lies  pre¬ 
cisely  in  the  fact  that  he  gave  a  reply 


To-day  and  To-morrow 

“  The  Communists  fight  for  | 
the  attainment  of  the  immediate  J 
aims,  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
momentary  interests  of  the 
working  class ;  but  in  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  present,  they  also 
represent  and  take  care  of  the 
future  of  that  movement.” — 
Marx  and  Engels:  The  Com-  I 
munist  Manifesto. 


to  questions  which  the  most  ad¬ 
vanced  thought  of  mankind  had 
already  raised.  His  teachings  arise 
as  a  direct  and  immediate  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  teachings  of  the 
greatest  representatives  of  Philo¬ 
sophy,  Political  Economy  and 
Socialism. 

“  The  teachings  of  Marx  are 
omnipotent  because  they  are  true. 

“  They  are  complete  and  cast  in 
one  piece  and  give  man  a  complete 
world  outlook  which  cannot  be 
reconcUed  with  superstition,  re¬ 
action  or  defence  of  bourgeoise 
oppression,” 

The  world  outlook  which  Maxx  devel¬ 
oped  has  been  outlined  with  the  utmost 
clearness  by  Joseph  Stalin  in  the  chapter. 
Dialectical  and  Historical  Material¬ 
ism,  which  he  wrote  for  The  Histoiy 
of  the  C.P.S.U.  (B)  five  years  ago.  This 
masterpiece,  now  printed  separately  in 
The  Little  Stalin  Library  as  a  sixpenny 
booklet,  should  be  read  widely  in  thn? 
country.  It  sets  forth  Marx’s  world 
outlook  and  the  application  of  that  outlook 
to  social  life;  it  brings  out  the  greatness  of 
Lenin  who  practised  and  developed  the 
teachings  of  Marx;  and  finally,  it  is  a  book 
which  will  enable  everyone  to  understand 
why  Stalin  is  not  only  “  a  great  Warrior  ” 
but  the  worthiest  successor  of  Marx. 
Engels  and  Lenin  in  theory  as  well  as  in 
action. 

The  study  of  Marx’s  scientific  socialism 
and  the  later  developments  of  Marx’s 
teachings  by  Lenin  and  Stalin,  is  not — as 
is  sometimes  mistakenly  thought — a  diver¬ 
sion  from  practical  work  and  leadership. 
The  “  practical  ”  worker  or  leader  who 
neglects  the  study  of  theory  is  condemned  • 
to  grope  in  the  dark,  to  lag  behind  events 


instead  of  being  on  top  of  them,  to  be 
constantly  “  taken  by  surprise "  at 
decisive  moments  in  history;  and  to  being 
wise  “  after  the  event  ”  instead  of  shaping 
the  course  of  events. 

The  effort  needed  to  master  Marx¬ 
ism  is  the  one  way  of  ensuring  that 
the  aims,  direction  and  character  of 
everyday  activities  and  leadership  in 
the  Labour  movement  conform  at  all 
times  to  the  fundamental  interests  of 
the  working  class  in  the  midst  of  an 
ever-changing — and  evermore  rapidly 
changing — situation . 


The  Power  of  Marxist 
Theory 

“  .  .  .  it,  and  it  alone,  can  give 
I  the  movement  confidence,  the 
power  of  orientation,  and  an 
understanding  Of  the  inherent 
connection  between  surround¬ 
ing  events ;  for  it,  and  it  alone, 
]  can  help  practice  to  discern  not 
I  only  how  and  in  what  direction 
classes  are  moving  at  the 
j  present  time,  but  also  how  and 
I  in  what  direction  they  will  move 
j  in  the  near  future.” — Stalin. 


With  the  Communist  Manifesto  and  his 
later  writings  Marx  made  history  and 
poUtics  into  a  science.  Because  of  their 
mastery  and  development  of  this  science, 
Stalin  and  the  leaders  of  the  Bolshevik 
Party  were  able  to  foresee  the  coming  of 
the  present  war  many  years  ago  and  to 
begin  their  preparations  in  good  time — 
mth  results  that  we  can  now  see. 

In  his  writings  on  Political  Economy. 
Marx  .revealed  the  secrets  of  the  capitalist 
mode  of  production,  and  traced  the  path 
of  its  development.  Every  worker  should 
read  and  study  Wage,  Labour  and  Capital 
and  Value,  Price  and  Profit.  The  correct¬ 
ness  of  the  Marxist  analysis  of  capitalist 
production  and  the  superiority  of  socialist 
()ver  capitalist  economy  which  they  pre¬ 
dict,  have  alike  been  proven  by  the 
liistory  of  recent  years. 

Marx's  teachings  on  the  theory  of  the 
State,  on  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat 
as  the  path  to  a  classless  Communist 
s<iciety,  have  been  elaborated  by  I.enir 


and  Stalin  and  confirmed  in  the  buildutg 
of  Socialism  in  the  U.S.S.R. 

The  historical  and  theoretical  wxitingsipi . 
Marx  abound  with  lessons  for  the  people  o  f, 
every  country  today.  It  was  Marx  wltio., 
taught  that  ‘‘  a  people  that  oppresses 
another  cannot  themselves  be  free.” 
This  saying  of  Marx  should  be  in  the  minds 
of  everyone  in  this  country  when  they 
consider  the  situation  of  India,  particui 
larly  in  relation  to  the  problems  of  tT^e. 
present  war  of  liberation! 

On  the  right  of  nations  to  self-defer-i 
mination,  on  the  necessity  of  democracy, 
on  the  leading  part  to  be  played  by  tife 
working  class  within  democracy,  on  the. 
need  for  unity  in  the  Labour  movement,; 
on  the  necessity  of  organisation,  on  tEe! 
combination  of  theory  and  practice,  on  ail 
these  things  we  can  learn,  today  les.sons 
from  the  work  of  Marx. 

Every  Trade  Unionist,  every  Co- 
operator  will  play  a  better  part  in  the 
struggle  of  today  if  they  carry  on  their 
work  in  the  light  of  Marx’s  teachings. 

Not  only  the  organised  working 
class  but  every  democrat  will  have  a 
deeper  understanding  of  democracy 
and  know  better  how  to  fight  for  it 
against  the  forces  of  Fascism  if  they 
do  so  in  the  light  of  Marx’s  teachings. 


SUGGESTED  READING 

What  is  Marxism?  By  Emile  Burns.. 
Gollancz.  2/-. 

The  Communist  Manifesto.  By  Marx  and 
Engels.  Lawrence  and  Wishart.  4d. 

Dialectical  and  Historical  Materialism.. 
By  Stalin.  Lawrence  and  Wcshart.  fSrf. 

Socialism,  Utopian  and  Scientific.  Fred¬ 
erick  Engels.  Allen  and  Unwin.  3/H. 

The  Teachings  of  Karl  Marx.  By  Lenen;, 
Lawrence  and  Wishart.  6d. 

.Selected  Works  of  Marx.  2  Vols.  (Vol  I  , 
8/6;  Vol.  2,  10/6).  Lawrence  and, 
Wishart. 

Marx  House  Study  Syllabus  Series.  Study 
Courses  on  Aspects  of  Marxism.  Full 
list  sent  free  on  application.  Enclose 
stamped,  addressed  envelope  for  reply 
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